KEITH DICKSON’S ACCORDION ORCHESTRAS

25th ANNIVERSARY

It's the autumn of 1987 and Keith
Dickson has now been teaching accardicn
each Saturday for over a year at
Closeburn School in Dumifriesshire. He
has several students who he feels may
benefit from playing together as a group
50 decides to form his first accordion
orchestra consisting of several of his
Dumfriesshire pupils together with a few
other Lanarkshire pupils.

At the beginning of 1988 Keith decides,
with the help of the parents of two of the
band members Bob and Mary |ohnstone,
to run a concert for the orchestra and
other local musicians in Crawfordjohn
Hall. The concert is a great success with
the band playing a varied selection of
Accordion Orchestra pieces.

Keith decides to prepare his orchestra for
the 1988 Perth Festival competing at the
Salutation Hotel against several other well
established orchestras. The band are
placed LAST but despite the setback
Keith returns to Crawfordjohn for a
second concert in early 1989,

Junior Orchestra in 1989

Keith is now busier than ever teaching
accordion in Lanarkshire and has formed

a second group - a Junior Accordion
Orchestra rehearsing on a Sunday evening
in Symington near Biggar.

Jimmy Clinkscale offers to sponsor the
project - so the bands are renamed the
Clinkscale Accordion Orchestras.

Crawfordjohn Concert [990

The Clinkseale Accordion Orehestras
perform at the third Crawfordjchn
Concert, however after this event Keith
decides to refuse the offer of continued

sponsorship from [immy Clinkscale and
renames his groups the Keith Dickson
Accordion Orchestras.
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K::h ith The Mayor of Blackpool

Both Keith Dickson Accordion
Orchestras perform at the UK
Championships in Blackpool in April 1990
- with the Keith Dickson Preparatory
Accordion Orchestra being awarded 3rd
place.

After their success at Blackpool, Keith
decides to promote the Preparatory
players into the Elementary Orchestra.
This strengthens the group and the new
look Keith Dickson Elementary
Accordion Orchestra takes 2nd prize at
the 1921 & 1992 UK Championships.

In 1993 the Orchestra are promoted to

Intermediate level and are placed 2nd at
the UK Championships in Scarborough.
With more young accordion students
than ever before Keith decides in 1994 to
form a new Preparatory Crchestra and
continue with his Intermediate Orchestra
- both rehearsing in Symington,
Lanarkshire.
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The orchestras surpass all expectations
with both groups taking | st Prize at the
1994 UK Championships.

After their Scarborough success the
Intermediate Orchestra are invited to
perform at the Magnum Theatre in Irvine,
Falace Theatre in Kilmarnock and
Glasgow Pavilion Theatre.
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Elementary Orchestra in 1996

Mere success follows in | 996 when the
Elementary Orchestra are placed 2nd at
the UK Championships and in 1997 when
the Advanced Orchestra are placed 3rd.




Keith Dickson Accoion Orchestra in Gifhorn in 1997

Keith decides to merge both Orchestras
for a trip to Gifhorn, Germany in the
summer of 1997 and after returning from
the visit he introduces a fernale vocalist -
Lesley Scotr from Currie - into the group.
He arranges popular songs for the band
to perform and in December 1997 the
orchestra are invited to performto a
capacity audience at Radio Forth's
accordicn show held at Edinburgh's
Usher Hall.

town - Yvetot, Normandy - where they
perform at a few local venues,

In January 2000 the band perform at the
Celtic Connections Festival then travel to
Shetland in July to perform at Mid Yell
Hall and Clickimin Centre, Lerwick.

1998 UK Showband Champions

Keith decides to change direction frem
the classical route - and enters the
orchestra for the Accordion Showband
section at the 1998 UK Championships.
The band win the class - a feat they are to
repeat five years in a row!

In September | 998 the orchestra are well
received by an audience of over 4000
people at Ingliston Exhibition Hall. Young
Thornhill accordionist Emily Smith takes
over as the band's vocalist and Keith
intreduces Gavin Maxwell on pipes, Fiona
Johnson on fiddle and Gavin Jack on
guitar into the band.

Curing the summer of 1999 the band
record their first CD Mist in the Glen and
then travel to Clydesdale's French twin
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Keith Dickson Accordion Orchestra performing in Yvetot in 1999

25th ANNIVERSARY

The group members decide it's time to
lose their long winded band name,
particularly as they don't really sound
much like an accordion orchestra
anymore. Guitarist Duncan Riley suggests
if we were to rearrange the initals of our
current name {Keith Dickson Accordion
Orchestra) it could spell KODA.
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'KODA at Churchill Theatre in 2001

KODA then go on to perform at
Glasgow Royal Concert Hall and
Churchill Theatre, Edinburgh.

After a performance at Pontins,
Blackpool, KODA are invited to perform
at the London Accordion Festival held at
Wembley Conference Centre in
December, 2001. They move their
weekly rehearsals from Symington to
Biggar Municipal Hall and the Junior
Orchestra is renamed Kodino.

Both bands fly to Prague in February 2002
to perform at the European Accordion
Festival where both groups are awarded
"Very Good" certificates.

KODA record and mix a second CD
Tight Squeeze at CaVa Studios, Glasgow
(despite drummer Graham's broken
ankle, singer Emily's laringitis and Keith's
flocded house) and launch the CD later
in the year at the 15th Shetland
Accordion & Fiddle Festival.
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T in the Park 2004

It's the beginning of a new era in Auturmn
2003 for the band as the junior musicians
step up to form a brand new KODA
featuring Stacey Paul on vocals. The band
win the Accordion Showband and the
Entertainment categories at the 2004 UK
Accordion Champienships and perform
at a lively T in the Park Festival, 2004.
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'KODA at CaVa Studios in 2005

R'odeu in Scarborough in 2005

The Junior Band is renamed Kodetta and
the band members are delighted when
they win the Mixed Ability Orchestra
section at Scarberough in 2005.

In July 2005 KODA record their third
CD Alternative Frequency - at CaVa
Studios and in Autumn 2006 KODA,
travel to Hemmingen near Hanover in

KODA in Coleraine in 2006

.

Germany where they perform with
several local school musicians.

KODA perform at the “Festival Fling” at
the 2006 Highlands and Islands Music and
Dance Festival held in Oban and then
travel to Morthern Ireland to perform at
the 50th Anniversary Celebrations of the
Dunloy Accordion Band.



EICC in 2006

In November 2006 the orchestra perform
at Edinburgh International Conference
Centre for HRH The Duke of Wessex
and are voted South Lanarkshire Band of
the Year 2006. Both groups visit Germany
in Summer 2007, where they perform in
Hemmingen, Gifhorn and Husum.
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include HRH The Prince of ¥Wales, The
Cuchess of Cornwall, Alex Salmond and
JK Rowling. KODA return to Germany
during the Summer of 2010 to perform in
the towns of Hemmingen and Gifhorn.
The band perform, for the eleventh time,
at the Ceilidh Tent at T in che Park 201 1.

During the Summer of 2008 KODA, i
record a fourth CD Keepin' it Reel and

promote this CD (which is suitable for
ceilidh dancing) on a Scottish Highlands
Tour performing in Aviemaore, Inverness,
Beauly, Applecross and Portree.

KODA are invited to perform at the 2009
Scottish Traditional Music Awards at DG
One in Dumfries and in April 2010 move
their rehearsal venue to Tinto House
Hotel, Symington.
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KODA at Perth Concert Hall

KODA are invited in March 2012 to
perform at a Gala Concert in Perth
Concert Hall, to celebrate the 40th
Anniversary of the NAAFC.
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KODA in Blackpool
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In April 2010 KODA travel to the UK : - -
Accordion Championships held in Keith at Crawfordjohn Hall with a

Blackpool and win the Accordion few orchestra former members
Showband section and in June a few of
Keith's youngest musicians are invited to
perform at Holyrood Palace where guests

On Sunday December |6, 2012 arcund
180 people including many former and

25th ANNIVERSARY
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T in the Park 201

present orchestra members gathered
together in Crawfardjohn Hall to
celebrate the 25th Anniversary of Keith
Dickson’s Accordion Orchestras. The
afternoon consisted of an informal drinks
reception followed by a slideshow
presentation about the orchestras history
interspersed with live music frem KQDA
and Kodetta, Keith's younger daughter
Emma then performed a tune which she
had composed for the special occasion -

"Keith's Silver Jig”.

25th Anniversary Clock

The organisers of the band's first
Crawfordjohn Concert, Bob and Mary
Johnstone then cut the Silver Anniversary
cake and Keith was presented with a hand
made clock and bottle of whisky. After
tea several of the former orchestra
musicians entertained the audience with
selections of tunes and songs.

Keith thanked everyone for attending this
special event and for their support over
the last 25 years.



25th ANNIVERSARY

25th Anniversary Party Gallery
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Keith and Sheena Dickson




SHEET MUSIC

Keith's Silver Jig

Emma Dickson
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